Ginsenoside Rb1 enhances peripheral nerve regeneration across wide gaps in silicone rubber chambers.
Silicone rubber chambers filled with collagen containing ginsenoside Rb1 (GRb1) were used to repair lesioned rat sciatic nerves with 15-mm gaps between stumps. Six weeks after implantation, histology of the nerve regenerated in the chambers filled with GRb1 and collagen contained larger axons than those in the chambers with collagen only. This study showed that the GRb1 could exert a positive influence on nerve regeneration when using silicone rubber tubes.